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Some dates to mode Proceſtane Diſſenters to be 
for the taking off Penal Laws, yea and Tefts 


too, &c. 


("r= [ beſeech you, this Convidtions you have 
profeſs d to lye under; 


pur want ah, py ye 
upon what you to urs. " 
the ſincere Profeſſors of it, by P % 
them, that in all — 
periſhed? and by them tha t the Eſtates ili 

ny more have been ruined > Was it not by them that the 
Light of the Goſpel hath been put under a Buſhel, 

<A roomy in Darkneſs to thei 
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in others with the greateſt 
not ſaid that theſe violent Ways are not the 
Lord? that he never directed us to uſe 
Defence 1 yea © 
amongſt B rs, Diſciples 
Idolaters; And yet the Lord Chriſt doch. 
ſhew em their fin, not ſuffering his 


Day, followed his Example, ES to overcame 
with Good. Beſides, Paul, the great Apoſtle of the Gen- 
tiles, left it on Record, That they 22 

thoſe that are born after — Spirit; 22 — 
ponts of the. Chriſtian Warfare ar not Carnal, bu 


40 
and that aur Lord deftroys all Errors by the Brightneſs of his 
Coming, even by the Sword of the Spirit, that goeth out of his 
Mouth, which is the Word of God. | 

Let us then be content, that thoſe Penal Laws, and Tests, 
which are Carnal Weapons, and which never ſerv d the In- 
tereſt of Chriſt, be laid aſide; rejoycing, if you may have 
the comfortable Opportunity of publiſhing his Truth, with 
Peace, and Quietneſs, unto the World, eſpecially Conſi- 
dering | 
That this was the thing you prayed for in the Day,of 
your Calamity. © Call to mind then the many Groans, ont 
Sighs, the many Sorrows and Vexations , that have bee! 
the Product of your Late Sufferings , and think upon the 
many Prayers and- Supplications, which with much Fer- 
vour you poured out betore-the Lord for the preſent Eaſe 
you enjoy, and for & Continuance of that Eaſe, And can 
you ſeriouſly think on theſe Things, and not bleſs God for 
it, and uſe all proper Methods for its Eſtabliſhment ? 

Again, ider, How / very angry your old Perſecu- 
tors are for your receiving Eaſe and Relief: Behold their 
Threatnings, and know, that if ever it oomes within their 
Power once more, they will be more ſevere than ever. 
Did they lade you with an heavy Yoke? they will add to 
your Yoke ; Did they Chaſtiſe you with Whzps > they will 
then Chaſtiſe you with Scorpions, and make their little Fin- 
ger thicker than their Loyns have been. 

But ſome it may be will ſay, That they are for taking 
off the 'Penals Laus, but not the 7e/ts + But don't they 
know, That the Teſts are of the ſame Nature with Pena. 
Laws; and that fo long as one Penal Law is kept up, as 
thoſe who are for that one do juſtify all the reſt, ſo they 
are in danger of having all, with ſeven Devils worſe than 
themſelves, to return upon them. And don't you know, 
4 pron Friend, how unreaſonable a thing it is to expect, 

at the King ſhould conſent ea, - 1 

"Teſts, 
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Tosi, which rob him of the Service of tlioſe in whom! he 
can moſtly confide and truſt? How then can you, or any x 
Man of ſenſe, hope for an Abolition of the Penal Laws that 
are againſt you, whilſt-you, are refolv'd for the keeping u 
thoſe Tefts that. are againſt Men of the ſame Religion with 
His Majeſty 2 But let us a little mare*claſely enquire into 
this Point. The parting with rhe Teſts, is either in it felf 
Lawful, or Vn/aw'ul. If Untawtul, by what Law? Nothing is 
Unlawful, but what is difconſonant or contrary to ſome Law. 
And what Law is it that obliges us to be fot the eſtabliſhment 
of the Teft-Law 2” You cannot fay it is a Divize Law that re 
quir'd rhe Parliament to make this 7 eft- Law, nor that any 
Divine Law will be broken if the Parliament deſtroy it; 
and if there be no Divine Law making the Repeal unlaw- 
ful, there is no Supream Lex legam of the Land that call'd 
on our Legiſlators to make or continue it To aboliſh the 
Teft-Laws therefore is Lasſul; and if Lawfuf, no doubt. 
but at this time it is become high ly Expedient, and Neceſ- 
ſary : The Eaſe of tender , the Peace of the 
whole Nation, and the Advancing” Chriſt's Taxereſtin'the 
World, makes it abſolutely neceſſaty, that we part with 
tar 15 * lawfully, = = 8 ee 

But further, It you may lawfully part with the preſem 
Teſts, won't your ſtiff re to em make it manifeſt, 
That if Penal Laws be continued, twill be long of you ? 
and will you not thereby bring upon your own' Soul the 
guilt of all choſe cruel Sufferings the Innocent may be here 
after expos d unto. | 

To theſe Conſiderations, add another about your own 
avowed Opinion, touching the Evil and Sinfulneſs of Pe- 
nal Laws, That by them an Invaſion is made on Gods Em- 
pire, our Conſcience, and that they are contrary to the 
Word of God. And had you not been under fome Fears, 
that Popery would gain by their Repeal, I doubt not but 
you wou'd be for it. But if the Laws were Evil, when 

| you 


(4) 
you ſuffered the ſmart of their Penalties, they are till 
Evil; and whoever is for their Continuance,whether direct - 
ly or indirectly, he is either directly or indirectly for 
the doing Evil; and how glorious ſoever his Pretences may 
be; how good ſoever his Ends are, it muſt be acknow- 
ed; that he is for the doing Evil that Good may come 
thereof ; which is, as if he would lye for God, and by Sin 
his Glory, than which nothing ſhould be more 
abhorred by every good Man. Verily a man ought rather 
to truſt God with Events, than fin againſt him to prevent 
a bad-one. - But in the preſent Caſe there is no ſuch Dan- 
ger of a miſchievous Event; for the parting with Penal 
Laws and Teſts, on the Security His Majeſty is pleas'd to 
offer, the Proteſtant Diſſenters will be at eaſe, the Parti- 
tion Wall between them and the Church of Exg/and will 
be broken down, and all the Fears of Popery that remain, 
will do no more hurt than ſerve as ſo many powerful Mo- 
hy th an entire Proteſtant 5 than 2 Fre! can- 
not be a greater Security againſt Popery. Now urch 
of Fagland, becauſe the has got the Penal Laws on her ſide, 
is the common Enemy, that all other Parties in the Na- 
tion are to fence againſt. But if Penal Laws be once 
taken off, and the Papiſts manifeſt the leaſt Diſpoſition 1 
wards the turning Penal Laws upon us; will be 
eſteemed by all the common Enemy, and thoſe Diſſenters 
who now joyn with the Papiſt to ge? Liberty, will moſt 
Cordially joyn with the Church of K to keep it. It's 
— that the 8 — and 4 2 
joyn to procure it, t o but joyn wit in at- 
3 ſettle a Proteſtant Doctrine. 
ink then on theſe things, and ſee whether you have 
wy Reaſon to ſin agai dd, by being for the continuancef 
Penal Laws and Teſts; ſeeing thereby, that you may 
eſcape a fancied, you run into a real . And fix thus 
much on your Soul, Penal Laws Teſts may hurt 
you, 
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(6) 
ſor ? Have you forgotten the fair Promiſes the Churehmen 
made the , and the many Tricks they us d. to. 
feat all His late Mlcjſtie es Endeavours, and your Ex 
tions? and don't; you ſee how much they at this time op- 
poſe his Preſent Welly, and are againſt the eaſe of thoſe 
of his Religion? And will they not, think you, take heart, 
and be more reſolute in doing their utmoſt to ſpoul all de. 
ſigns ſigns of Grace to Diſſenters under a Succeſſor ? Now there 
is an pot put into your hands, have a care, there 
: you f you loſe this, whilſt you live you 
far + have ins, and then inſtead of making your 
Ages to come Mie with a bletſed Eaſe, you'l make the 
and bring all their Curſes upon 
Nee ty 
Thus much I have urg d Sr the fake of the weaker Sort 
oo you; being certain, That both in City aad 
y, the moſt Pious, 2 Wiſe Diſſenters of 
al rſwaſie e niſtr n 
ada wy e S oy», . onableneſs, and 
— parting with 1. Pe T«/ts, on their 
wal from Deyn, Farewel. | 
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